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AS Socialist Worker goes to press several 
groups of workers around the country 
are engaged in industrial action that is 
testing the limits of Labour's Employment 
Relations Act (ERA). 

• turn to page 3 


Sanford seafood workers 
Probation officers 
Auckland watersiders 
Newspaper workers 











voices from the trenches 


Probation workers strike against victimisation 


by DAVID COLYER 

"PUBLIC SERVANTS—not public 
slaves" that's the call from Nigel, 
a striking probation worker 
picketing outside the Manakau 
District Court. 

“The main demand is im¬ 
proved salary. We haven’t had 
an increase for eight years,” said 
another probation officer who 
asked not to be named. 

“We thought the best indus¬ 
trial action would be to prevent 
the IOM (Integrated Offender 
Management) programme from 
being implemented. 

“When that began last Mon¬ 
day, workers were suspended and 
we struck in support of them,” he 
continued. 

On Thursday June 28 the 
strikers returned to work while 
negotiations resumed. 

A new offer was put, and 
the Public Services Association 
(PSA) negotiating team recom¬ 
mended that they accept. How¬ 
ever, the deal was rejected by 309 
votes to 155 (out of a total union 
membership of about 600). 

“One of our planks is that we 
get every probation worker an 
across-the-board increase. Both 
offers have linked any increases 
to a competency system, which 


we are opposed to. 

“Neither offer had an increase 
in pay for our administration 
colleagues. On that score alone 
we rejected the offer,” said the 
probation officer. 

90% voted to continue boy¬ 
cotting the IOM. 

The Probation Service re¬ 
sponded with more suspensions, 
so on Friday workers voted to 
walk off again. 

After four days on strike 
probation workers are running 
short of food and cash. A del¬ 
egate reported to the Manakau 
district court picket line that 
some banks were refusing any 
leniency in terms of mortgage 
payments. 

The strikes have received lots 
of support from lawyers. 

And at Manakau the noise 
from passing motorists tooting 
their support was so loud that 
managers from the city council 
offices across the road tried—un¬ 
successfully—to get parking 
wardens to move the picket line 
away. 

But the wardens, who also 
belong to the PSA, gave their 
support to the picket. 

If the strike continues, proba¬ 
tion workers will need practical 
solidarity from other workers. 


Sanford fisheries strike 


by VAUGHAN THOMAS 
& DAVID COLYER 

SANFORD FISH processing 
workers have been on strike 
for the past week in order to 
fight for a multi-site agreement 
between the company's two 
factories in Bluff and Timaru. 

The Service and Food Work¬ 
ers Union (SFWU) members 
are demanding a pay rise, includ¬ 
ing bringing the Bluff workers’ 
wages to the same level as those 
at Timaru. 

Overall, the Sanford workers 
are some of the lowest paid in 
the industry. 

Nevertheless, the stingey 
bosses are claiming “historical 
reasons” for paying the Bluff 
workers less, even though they 
process an extra fish species—the 
lucrative salmon. 

The company also refuses 
to consider a multi-site collec¬ 
tive, even though its workers 
in Tauranga and Auckland 
have one. 

The reason, the Timaru man¬ 


ager freely admits to workers, 
is that this would give them too 
much power! 

Workers’ anger has grown as 
Sanford has refused to deal with 
the unions’ request, despite the 
company making a $54 million 
profit after tax in 2000. 

Although non-union labour is 
still being used in the Timaru fac¬ 
tory, support for the strike within 
the community is high. 

This has been endorsed with 
further support from fish factories 
around Aotearoa. In Bluff the 
workers have at times been joined 
on their picket line by workers 
from Ngai Tahu fisheries. 

A march of about 50 workers 
on Saturday, down the main street 
in Timaru, was met with tooting 
and comments of support. 

Workers have also called 
for a boycott on all Sanford’s 
produce. 

Striking since the June 23, the 
workers are running sort of funds. 
Contact your local branch of the 
SFWU to find out what you can 
do to help. 



PROBATION OFFICERS march down Auckland's Queen Street 


Messages of support and do- your phone book). Or, chances 
nations of food or money should are, there’s a picket outside your 
be directed to the PSA (check local court. 


Auckland watersiders 


CRAIG HARRISON, vice 
president of the Auckland 
Waterfront Workers Union 
spoke at Socialism 2001's 
"Voices From the Trenches" 
session about their current 
dispute. 

THE DISPUTE started about 
three years ago, under the Em¬ 
ployment Contracts Act, we 
went through a contract nego¬ 
tiation and they made about 
70 guys redundant. Within 
the space of three weeks they 
were hiring casuals to fill the 
shortfall of labour. 

We've got casuals that have 
worked for the port for seven 
years and haven't had a pay 
rise for nine years, they are still 
on $12 an hour. They don't get 
any extra for working a public 
holiday. 

They're on an eight hour 
contract, so they sign on for 
eight hours and their contract 
terminates at the end of it. 

We've got a real big issue 
with this. 

The Chief Exec for the Ports 
of Auckland would have you 
believe that we all earn in 
excess of $100,000 a year. So 
we said if we are, we'll accept 
the $100,000 a year and we'll 
stop all the strike action. 

The core claim is: one con¬ 
tract, with a wide coverage 
clause, and every worker that 


enters the port is covered 
by the same conditions, this 
is for casuals and part time 
workers. 

We're trying to write into 
our contract 14 weeks paid 
parental leave for females. 

Historically our contracts 
have been for men and women 
haven't been recognised, so 
we're adjusting that now. 

And we've also asked for a 
clause in the contract that states 
the sanctity of the contract. 

If they issue a redundancy 
notice, the contract becomes 
void and you're in a situation 
where you can strike. 

Because last time we signed 
the contact and then six weeks 
later they announced that they 
were restructuring and they 
made 30% of the plant service 
workers—the mechanics and 
electricians—redundant. And 
we weren't able to strike, we 
were bound by the employ¬ 
ment contract at the time. 

I notice your [posters] "Free¬ 
dom to Strike" which is really 
important for a worker. 

So basically, to put it in a 
nut shell, we're not asking for 
thousands and thousands of 
dollars, our core claims are one 
contract... And we're trying to 
lift the pay rates of the lowset 
paid workers and get some 
protection for our casuals in 
regards to holidays. 
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what we think 


It's right to strike 



• from front page 

LAST YEAR had the lowest level 
of strikes since 1935. As Socialist 
Worker argued a few weeks 
ago, this did not reflect worker's 
satisfaction with their wages 
and conditions or the contracts 
being offered by employers. 

Rather the down turn in 
industrial action reflected a 
combination of factors including 
workers waiting to see what the 
Labour-Alliance government and 
their new industrial law, the ERA, 
would deliver. 

The ERA failed its first test 
when timber giant Carter Holt 
Harvey decided it didn't want 
permanent or unionised workers 
loading its logs on to ships. 

The ERA'S bans on solidar¬ 
ity strikes and picketing meant 
that there was no legal way for 
the Waterside Workers Union to 
stop CHH. 

And the ERA'S $40,000 fines 
on "illegal" action (which can 
be directed at both unions and 
individual workers) meant union 
officials weren't prepared to 
break the law. 

The recent disputes are also 
showing up weaknesses in a law 


(and a government) that was 
supposed to usher in a "New 
ERA" of unionism, protected by 
"good faith" bargaining. 

Journalists at Auckland's New 
Zealand Herald have found that 
the law's stated aim of encourag¬ 
ing collective agreements falls 
short because management can 
simply refuse to agree to a col¬ 
lective unless large sections of 
workers are excluded from it. 

Their colleagues at the NZ 
Press Association face a similar 
problem. 

Meanwhile, workers at INL 
owned newspapers such as Wel¬ 
lington's Dominion and Christch¬ 
urch's The Press, are fighting to 
win a multi-site agreement for 
all INL papers throughout the 
country. 

Another group of workers 
trying to use the ERA law to win 
a multi-site agreement are San¬ 
ford fisheries processing workers 
at Bluff and Timaru. 

The Sanford workers in Ti¬ 
maru are also testing the limits 
of the ERA'S ban on solidar¬ 
ity strikes. They are striking to 
demand the reinstatement of 
suspended workers in Bluff. 

Managers at the Community 


Probation Service have also at¬ 
tempted to bully workers with 
suspensions. But their ham-fisted 
actions provoked Probation of¬ 
ficers around the country to turn 
their low level industrial action 
into a nation-wide strike. 

Once again a central de¬ 
mand of the strike is the re¬ 
instatement of suspended 
workers, an action that would 
not be legal under the ERA if 
the contract had not expired 
more than 40 days ago. 

Probation officers in Auck¬ 


land and fisheries workers in 
Timaru have both taken to the 
streets during their strikes. 

The demise of both the na¬ 
tional government and the 
Employment Contracts Act has 
helped encourage a desire for 
change among many workers. 
But neither the ERA nor the 
Labour-Alliance government are 
doing much to bring that change 
about. 

For that workers need to take 
direct action. 

That's why it's right to strike. 


Stop the Hong Kong Free Trade Agreement 


by VAUGHAN GUNSON 

DURING THE Battle of Seattle, 
when 80,000 protesters shut 
down the WTO (World Trade 
Organisation) meeting. Labour's 
minister for trade negotiations, 
Jim Sutton, was inside trying 
to stitch together a global 
agreement on free trade. 

Those talks collapsed. Disa¬ 
greement between countries 
over the speed and nature of 
trade liberalisation has seen at¬ 
tention shift to bilateral or mul¬ 
tilateral trade agreements. 

New Zealand's ruling class 
don't want to be the ones left 
out in the cold. So, following 
the free trade deal signed with 
Singapore last year, the Labour 
government is rushing to secure 
a bilateral trade agreement with 
Hong Kong. 

Jim Sutton has made it clear 
that, together with last year's 
Singapore deal, the and Hong 
Kong Free Trade Agreement (HK- 
FTA) is a strategic step towards 
a possible free trade agreement 


involving NZ, Australia, Hong 
Kong, Singapore, Thailand, Chile 
and the US. 

The immediate deal with 
Hong Kong will remove all trade 
restrictions on goods and services 
traded between the two coun¬ 
tries. Companies in New Zealand 
and Hong Kong stand to benefit 
from greater market access. 

When Labour announced 
they were pursuing the HKFTA, 
they said labour standards would 
be included. This was done to 
blunt criticism from the Alliance, 
the Greens and trade unions. 

But under pressure from 
Hong Kong and New Zealand 
business. Labour is now pre¬ 
pared to waive any concern for 
workers' rights. 

Hong Kong wants labour 
standards excluded because 
many of exports—particularly 
clothing—have a large propor¬ 
tion of their manufacturing done 
in sweatshops across the boarder 
in southern China. In some cases, 
little more than their labels sewn 
on in Hong Kong. 


There are 50,000 Hong Kong 
owned sweatshops in the Guang¬ 
dong export zone in southern 
China. Workers, many of them 
children, work 10-16 hour days, 
6 days a week, in appalling con¬ 
ditions for between US$50-100 
a month. 

For this reason alone the HK¬ 
FTA should be opposed. 

But the agreement will also 
give much greater powers to 
Hong Kong companies that in¬ 
vest in New Zealand. 

Labour is so keen to attract 
overseas capital that it is going 
to agree to a clause that will 
require the government to pay 
full compensation if any local 
or central government action 
that reduces the profitability of 
investments. 

Any pro-worker policies by 
future governments, such as 
kicking the market out of edu¬ 
cation or electricity supply, or 
implementing laws to protect 
the environment—anything that 
threatens profits—will require 
full compensation to be paid to 


investors. 

These deals are about more 
than just freeing up trade and 
investment between countries. 

They are a calculated at¬ 
tempt by the bosses to lock in 
place "more market" policies 
that have massively increased 
the wealth of a rich minority 
at the expense of working class 
people. 

In a disgusting blow to those 
who voted at last election to end 
the "market madness". Labour 
will be relying on National to get 
the deal through parliament. 

Opposition to similar un¬ 
democratic deals has fuelled the 
massive anti-capitalist demon¬ 
strations overseas. The HKFTA 
should become the focus of 
building an anti-capitalist move¬ 
ment in Aotearoa. 

To defeat Labour's globalisa¬ 
tion agenda, we need a united 
movement involving all groups— 
such as the Alliance, the Green 
Party and trade unions—who 
oppose the unrestrained rule of 
the free market. 
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South Korean CTU calls a general strike 


THE ARTICLES on this page are an edited version of a statement 
by the Korean Confederation of Trade Union (KCTU) published on 
their web-site on June 30. 

Tidal wave of repression 


Korean Confederation of Trade 
Unions will organise a one day 
general strike on July 5. 

On June 22, following weeks 
of rampant attacks on workers 
and the trade union movement by 
the government of President Kim 
Dae Jung, the emergency session 
of the KCTU Central Committee 
unanimously adopted the plan for 
a general strike. 

The fightback general strike is 
need to stop the unprecedented 
ferocity of the government’s 
repression and attacks on the 
KCTU and trade union move¬ 
ment. 

The intensity of the govern¬ 
ment attacks against workers 
and the KCTU is reflected in the 
“arrest” statistics. 

In June, a total of 47 workers 


were “arrested” and detained by 
police (up to June 25). The total 
number of unionists put to prison 
in 2001 is currently 137. 

The police have issued warrants 
of arrest against KCTU president 
Dan Byung-ho and general secre¬ 
tary Lee Hong-woo. 

The police “wanted” leaflets 
offers 5 million won ($US 4,000) 
reward to anyone reporting 
Dan’s whereabouts and special 
promotion for any police person¬ 
nel who apprehends him. 

More than 500 police person¬ 
nel have been specially set loose 
to hunt him down. 

Dan and Lee are just two of 
more than 50 other unionists 
who have become targets of 
police hunts since the beginning 
of June. 


KCTU demands 


1) End neoliberal structural 
adjustment drive and 
retrenchment; 

2) 12.7% wage increase 
and renewal of collective 
agreements; 

3) Employment status change 
for "irregular" workers to 
"regular" employees, 
legislative reform to eradicate 
discrimination against 
irregular workers, and 
consolidation of basic labour 
rights (trade union rights 
for government employees 
(civil servants, university 
professors, etc.); 

4) Reduction in working time 
(5-day work week); 

5) Expansion of public medical 
system, expansion of public 
education system, reform of 
the media, and tax reform; 

6) Abolition of the National 


Security Law, realisation of 
national independence (no to 
[US president George] Bush's 
Missile Defence programme). 

While the second wave 
strike will continue to advance 
the 6 point demands the KCTU 
has adopted for 2001, it will 
focus on the following three 
streamlined demands: 

•End the repression of trade 
union movement, including 
the hunt against KCTU 
president; 

•End the retrenchment-based 
structural adjustment drive; 
adopt legislative reforms to 
enhance people's livelihood 
and rights; 

•The resignation of the Kim 
Dae Jung regime responsible 
for destruction of people's 
lives, misdirected reform, and 
environmental degradation. 


Violent attacks on strikes 


THE RECENT crackdown on 
the trade union movement 
is reminiscent of the days of 
military dictatorships. 

A typical example of em¬ 
ployer/government tactics is the 
case of the Hyosung synthetic 
textile workers: 

On May 25, 2001, Hyosung 
Workers Union struck against 
the management. 

The management had tried 
to obstruct union members 
participating in the [strike] 
ballot. 

For example it locked up 
the doors of plants during 
lunch time and put steel bars 
on windows, to prevent union 
members "escaping" to vote. 

When the union finally 
struck, the management opted 
for a more direct assault. 

Hired thugs besieged union 
leaders, spraying fire extinguish¬ 
ers, wielding iron pipes, and 
throwing stones. 

However, the union members 
regrouped to force back the 
armed thugs. 

Having failed to incapaci¬ 
tate the union and prevent the 
gathering of striking workers, 
the management conceded to 
holding dialogue for a collective 
bargaining process. 

On May 28, a newly en¬ 
larged contingent of hired 
thugs stormed the striking 
workers. 

The union members with¬ 


stood the onslaught. 

In the process, the union 
"confiscated" their weapons: 
home-made bomb and guns, 
tear gas, gas guns, and butcher 
knives, and electric batons. 

The strike continued with 
constant provocation by the 
thugs. 

On June 5, riot police stormed 
the striking workers. 

Around 5 am, 3,000 strong 
riot police stormed the factory 
grounds where striking union¬ 
ists were camping out. 

The initial raid led to the ar¬ 
rest of around 80. 

Those who succeeded in 
escaping gathered in nearby 
streets to hold a protest rally. 

They were soon joined by 
workers of Hyundai Motors and 
students. The workers' ranks 
soon enlarged to 2,500. 

Early morning of June 5, 
more than 3,000 riot police 
stormed the striking workers at 
Hyosung. 

For a while workers suc¬ 
ceeded in holding the riot police 
off to give time for others to 
escape. Most of those who were 
left until the end (242) were 
taken by police. 

Unionists are unable to "re¬ 
turn" to work as riot police are 
deployed at the plant and the 
vicinity, preventing their entry. 

The company is operat¬ 
ing the plant with the use of 
"scabs". 



HIRED THUGS, in riot police 
armour, charge Hyosung strikers 
(above). 

Strikers fight riot police (below). 



Market 

agenda 

IN MOST of the policies of the 
government, labour has been 
the central force of resistance. 

Structural adjustment and 
privatisation programmes, which 
essentially involved cut-backs 
in the size of the workforce and 
labour costs could not bypass the 
reaction of workers. 

The overall policy orientation 
of President Kim Dae Jung’s 
government is described as “neo¬ 
liberal” [free market]. 

The main features of his eco¬ 
nomic policy have been “foreign 
capital attraction”, “privatisa¬ 
tion”, and “flexibilisation”. 

These objectives are all de¬ 
signed to favour capital (inves¬ 
tors, employers, business) rather 
than labour. 

The consideration for the 
needs and preference of business 
is prioritised—that of workers 
and society come (if at all) poor 
second. 


{International workers' solidarity is very meaningful for 
Korean workers and every single message with solidarity will 
be delivered to KMWF-KCTU workers.” 

JOOHEE KIM, international secretary, 

Korean Metal Workers' Federation (KMWF). 

Mail: 2fl. Taeho Bldg. 99-15 Seoge-dong Yongsan-ku Seoul 
140-140 Korea. Phone: 00 82 2 712 4252. Fax: 00 82 2 712 4253. 
Email: kmwf@netsgo.com 
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international 


35,000 march in Barcelona, World Bank dosen't show 



STREET PARTY: people came from across Spain to protest the World Bank's policies 


THOUSANDS OF people demonstrated 
against the World Bank in Barcelona in Spain 
on 22-24 June. 

This is despite the fact that the World 
Bank, one of the main enforcers of free 
market policies of privatisation and cuts, 
had cancelled its meeting because it feared 
the protests. 

ANDY DURGAN of En Lucha, Socialist 
Worker's sister paper in Spain, was there. 

JIT WAS fantastic. There were 35,000 people 
protesting in the centre of Barcelona. The 
march against the World Bank and the ef¬ 
fects of globalisation, was brilliant. There 
were delegations from all over Spain and 
beyond. 

Political groups, tenants' associations, 
trade unions, groups for open borders and 
the rights of immigrants, and even churches 
supported the mobilisation. 

A counter-conference called "Another 
World is Possible" was also held over the 
weekend attended by 4,000 to 5,000 peo¬ 
ple. 

These events confirm the anti-capitalist 
movement is growing. 

The government, worried by the anti-cap¬ 
italist demonstration in Gothenburg, tried to 
make the protests illegal. The campaign took 
them to court and won. 

All Barcelona's police had their leave can¬ 
celled, and they bussed in riot police from 
the Basque Country. 

Thousands of plain-clothes police were 
stopping everyone. The police action was 
very nasty. 

The police attacked the demonstration, 
smashed up a lot of people then occupied 
the main square. 

They made sure the rest of the protesers' 
activities, including a public trial of the World 
Bank and a blockade of the city's stock ex¬ 
change, didn't take place. 


Most parties on the left, are demanding 
the resignation of the civic governor because 
of the police violence. 

The vast majority of the demonstrators- 


THE NEXT step for anti-capitalist pro¬ 
testers is the meeting of the G8 [eight 
richest countries] in Genoa, Italy, on 
19-21 July. 

The Italian government is expecting 
150,000 people to come to Genoa that 
day. 

Prime minister Silvio Berlusconi, talked 
of closing down Genoa to outside protest¬ 
ers, and even of moving the G8 meeting to 


over 30,000 people-were mobilised from the 
area around Barcelona. 

If the World Bank had actually come the 
protests would have been twice the size.” 


a ship off the coast. 

But the level of the mobilisation has 
forced Berlusconi to backtrack. There have 
been protests in Milan calling for Genoa to 
be an open city in July. 

LOOK OUT for the July 30 issue 
of Socialist Worker, which will feature 
eye-witness accounts from the Aotearoa 
socialists who will be in Genoa. 

___ J 


Next stop Genoa, Italy 



Macedonia—Western intervention fuels civil war 


by KEVIN OVENDEN 

WESTERN GOVERNMENTS were 
desperately trying to impose 
a ceasefire on government 
forces and Albanian guerrillas 
in Macedonia last week. But 
NATO and European Union 
intervention is ensuring that 
tensions and the threat of civil 
war remain. 

Anger at what Western gov¬ 
ernments had done led to Mac¬ 
edonian soldiers, police and 
reservists attempting to storm 
the parliament building. But 
their targets were not just politi¬ 
cians. The signs were that there 
could also be murderous attacks 
against Albanians. 

Fighting first erupted in Feb¬ 


ruary. Albanian guerrillas of 
the National Liberation Army 
moved to seize parts of western 
and northern Macedonia, which 
border Kosovo and southern 
Serbia. Albanians are between 
a quarter and a third of the two 
million people in Macedonia. 

They suffer discrimination. 
But the Albanian guerrillas’ aim 
is about more than challenging 
that. 

It is calculated to provoke 
a repressive response from the 
Macedonian army, so deepen¬ 
ing ethnic divisions and driving 
more of the Albanian minority 
behind the guerrilla forces. That 
is the same strategy Albanian 
guerrilla forces used in neigh¬ 
bouring Kosovo in 1998. The 


Albanian forces are calling for 
deeper NATO intervention in 
Macedonia. 

NATO and the European Un¬ 
ion say they are opposed to the 
guerrillas’ attempts to split Mac¬ 
edonia along ethnic lines. But 
NATO’s intervention in Kosovo 
two years ago and continuing 
presence there has encouraged 
the Albanian guerrillas. 

The West is caught in a trap of 
its own making. It wants the guer¬ 
rillas in Macedonia disarmed. But 
it fears clamping down on them 
itself because that could lead to 
conflict between Albanians and 
NATO troops in Kosovo. 

Tony Blair and other Western 
leaders said two years ago that re¬ 
moving Serbian leader Slobodan 


Milosevic would bring peace to 
the Balkans. Milosevic remained 
in power for another year. It took 
an uprising by ordinary Serbians 
(victims of NATO’s bombing) to 
unseat him. 

Now the West is demanding 
that Milosevic is tried by its own 
war crimes tribunal. Milosevic 
is guilty of war crimes. But so 
too is NATO. The same Western 
governments that have fuelled 
ethnic tensions in Macedonia 
are also insisting on a crash 
programme of privatisation and 
neo-liberal policies there. 

The reality of Western mili¬ 
tary and economic intervention 
in the Balkans is increasing 
poverty and inequality, which has 
sown the seeds for ethnic strife. 
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Five murdered by police PNG revolts against World Bank's privatisation agenda 


Papua New Guinean socialist reports Eye-witness from the blockade 


THIS REPORT was given to Socialist 
Worker by STUART SWEDEN, a 
member of Melso Worker, the 
revolutionary socialist faction 
within Melanesian Solidarity 
(Melso), PNG's left-wing party. 

Melso Worker have recently 
joined the International Socialist 
Tendency (1ST), which includes the 
Socialist Workers Organisation 
and many other socialists groups 
around the world. 

FIVE UNIVERSITY of Pa¬ 
pua New Guinea students are 
dead, many others are severely 
wounded and at least two women 
are missing (possibly abducted by 
police) after a night-time attack 
on the university by heavenly 
armed police. 

The attack came at the end 
of a 5-day blockade of the prime 
minister’s office in protest against 
World Bank inspired plans of 
privatisation and free market re¬ 
structuring. 

In scenes reminiscent of the 
12-day stand-off between the army 
and government in March, up to 
5,000 students and supporters 
maintained the protest, demanding 


Sir Mekere’s personally receive 
their petition. 

The students were demand¬ 
ing that the World Bank, the 
International Monetary Fund and 
Australia stop dictating economic 
reforms in PNG. 

As with the stand-off in March, 
they are demanding the World 
Bank and the IMF leave the coun¬ 
try. 

The student blockade was part 
of the campaign that we have 
been doing for the last 12 months 
through the Anti-Privatisation 
Alliance. 

This is an alliance between the 
PNG trade unions and Melanesian 
Solidarity. 

Staff at the sate owned PNG 
Banking Corporation (which is 
due to be sold) started their all- 
out strike at the same time as the 
student blockade. The union won 
concessions after three days, and 
went back to work. 

The student demonstrators 
are new to political activity but 
have brought a new level of 
motivation and discipline to the 
movement. 

Every morning up to six feeder 


The students' demands 

Before the massacre, the students' demands were: 

• To halt the privatisation of national assets like the PNG Bank¬ 
ing Corporation and Air Niugini; 

• Stop land mobilisation and the registration of customary land; 

• For the International Monetary Fund and World Bank to 
leave the country and the government to cease all borrowing 
from the bank; and 

• Resignation of the government if they cannot act on the first 
three demands. 

_i_ j 


Riots after the shooting 

NEXT DAY, in response to the tear-gassing of students. Port Moresby 
youth attacked and looted shops in every part of the city. 

But in the areas around the Uni—where students had fled to and 
woke the people up and told them about the killings—the fighting was 
close to a full-on rebellion. 

The fast food outlet Big Rooster was burnt to the ground. At ADN 
wholesale a forklift was used to smash down the roller doors and a crowd 
of 500 helped themselves. 

In Morauta the people burnt the police station and four police houses. 

The soldiers who we supported during their 12-day mutiny in March, 
are in support of the Anti-privatisation alliance. 

Four bus-loads of about 120 soldiers came to the campus in full uni¬ 
form to show their respects to the dead students. 

When the NBC radio reporter asked why they had come, they told 
him they had come to protect the students against the police. 

In 1996 [during the rebellion against the proposed use of Sandline 
mercenaries, costing millions of dollars, to attack Bougainville rebels] they 
protected our march and our 36-hour encirclement of parliament. At that 
time we forced the then prime minister Julius Chan to step aside. 


marches traipse around the city’s 
streets, drawing in numbers and 
publicising their cause. 

The students are particularly 
angry that the World Bank’s land 
reform programme was discussed 
at a recent cabinet meeting. 

This was defeated in a very large 
anti-government mobilisation in 
1995, during which the police shot 
and killed two demonstrators. 

After local police refused to dis¬ 
perse the students, prime minister 
Sir Mekere Morauta flew down 
an elite police task force from the 
PNG highlands, where their usual 
job is protecting United States 
and Canadian owned oil, gas and 
gold mines. 


JERRY, who was at the blockade 
tells what happened: 

On Thursday three government 
ministers came to speak to us. We 
told them to go as they were only 
the prime minister's tea boys, we 
would wait until the prime min¬ 
ister came. 

On Friday night the police or¬ 
dered us to leave or they would 
tear gas us. 

There were several hundred 
of us and we sat in complete 
silence. 

The police could not shoot at 
us because we had done nothing 
wrong, so they refused their com¬ 
mander's instruction. 


The next day the news went 
around town that the police were 
going to kick us out. 

Our numbers grew till there 
was at least 5,000 of us. 

Whole families from the set¬ 
tlements came to join us, many 
workers also came down to our 
blockade. 

A full bus-load of Defence 
Force [soldiers] came and sat 
with us. They had there lunch 
delivered to them in a Defence 
Force vehicle and they shared it 
with us. 

People started cooking on the 
street and it was very peaceful. 

On [Monday] the prime minis¬ 
ter finally came and accepted our 


petition. 

He told us he would answer us 
the next day. 

We expected he would agree 
to our demands. 

Only about 100 of us decided to 
stay that last Monday night. 

At about 11.30 pm the Task 
Force police told us to leave. 

After we refused they started 
shooting teargas straight at us. 

They then followed us into the 
university. 

They broke down the gates. 
They attacked the students in¬ 
cluding many who were sleeping 
in there rooms they shot 1,000's 
of rounds from their Ml6s [auto¬ 
matic rifles]. 
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UNIONS CALL FOR SOLIDARITY 

IN RESPONSE to the shootings the PNG Trade 
Union Congress (TUC) has called on unions to 
strike in support the students. 

So far the Maritime workers union have struck 
on Wednesday and Thursday in the main ports of 
Moresby and Lae. 

Telikom workers also stopped work, air traffic 
controllers grounded planes on Friday morning. 

John Paska, general secretary of the PNG TUC, 
is coordinating the strike action. For messages of 
support, his phone and fax number is 00 675 325 
7642. 

The TUC is asking overseas unions to 
black all PNG cargo. And for protests 
against the World Bank in close by 
countries, such as New Zealand. 



Last minute interview 


BELOW IS a brief email-interview 
with STUART SWEDEN, received 
on Monday, just before we went 
to press. 

THE WORLD BANK, 
INTERNATIONAL MONETARY 
FUND AND THE GOVERNMENT 
ARE PLANNING TO PRIVATISE 
STATE ASSETS LIKE THE AIRLINE, 
TELECOM AND ELECTRICITY. 
WHAT'S THEIR JUSTIFICATION 
FOR THIS? 

They are all broke. But it is 
mostly due to politicians interfer¬ 
ence & appointing cronies into 
management positions & some 
corrupt deals. 

THEY ARE ALSO PLANNING 
CHANGES TO LAND OWNERSHIP 
LAWS. WHAT ARE THESE CHANGES 
AND HOW WILL THEY AFFECT 
ORDINARY PEOPLE IN PNG? 

They say they want to register 
customary land so the PNG people 
can get loans against it & then 
it can be freed up for develop¬ 
ment. 

There is a misconception that 
the World Bank intends to steal 
the land. 

But we argue that if the land is 
run for the benefit of money then 
in the end the land will end up be¬ 
ing owned by only the rich. 

DID ANYONE EXPECT SUCH 
A VIOLENT RESPONSE FROM 
THE POLICE? WHAT'S BEEN 
THE REACTION FROM THE 
STUDENT LEADERS TO THE 
REPRESSION? 

People were surprised & the 
students are regrouping. 

THE TRADE UNION LEADERS HAVE 
CALLED FOR A GENERAL STRIKE, 


HAS THIS GONE AHEAD? 

A little bit, air traffic control¬ 
lers on Friday, wharfies for a day 
& a half. 

HOW BIG IS THE TRADE UNION 
MOVEMENT IN PNG? 

Only 15% people live in towns, 
the unions are quite strong in 
the government & in state cor¬ 
porations, weaker in private 
industry. 

HAS THE CURFEW AND REPRESSION 
STOPPED THE MOVEMENT? 

It will not stop it. A lot of the 
students will go back to the vil¬ 
lages & campaign against the gov¬ 
ernment in next years election. 

I would say that the Prime Min¬ 
ister will lose his Port Moresby seat 
especially if Powes Parkop [a Melso 
leader] stands against him. 

His own fault for following 
World Bank advice 

HOW MUCH INFLUENCE DOES 
MELSO WORKER HAVE? WHAT 
ARE YOU CALLING FOR? 

We will only do things that will 
strengthen the union base. 

So basically we agitate within 
the unions, but if they do not take 
up our ideas we usually wait. 

Melsol is collapsing because of 
its confused politics. In the elec¬ 
tion in 1997, 2 Melsol members 
won regional seats & then have 
done nothing. 

Our Melsol Worker faction 
realises this & have joined the 1ST 
to increase our understanding of 
politics. 

We like their confrontational 
attitude & agree with their belief 
that it is workers' self-activity that 
will bring about socialism. 
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socialism 2001 globalised resistance 


Socialism 2001, the Socialist Workers 
Organisation's (SWO) annual hui of 
discussion and debate, was held on the 
weekend of June 22-24, at Auckland's 
Trades Hall. 

The topic of Friday night's opening 
meeting was "Globalised resistance, the 
challenge to corporate power". 

The speakers were the SWO's JOE 
CAROLAN, US Socialist and historian 
MIKE DAVIS, and Green Party MP SUE 
BRADFORD. 


LAST YEAR at socialism 2000, I was debating 
with Keith Locke of the Greens and Mike 
Treen from the Alliance. We were talking 
about [the anti-capitalist] protests in 
Washington DC [April 2000] and Seattle 
[November 1999], they'd just happened, 
there was still a huge buzz around those 
events. 

At that time there was still a huge debate 
about whether that was just an American 
experience, or whether this anti-capitalist 
movement would spread to other coun¬ 
tries. 

Over the last year I think we have seen 
that the events of Seattle have inspired anti¬ 
capitalists all around the world. 

Not just in the West, or at the summits of 
the World Bank or G8 [eight richest nations]. 
There’s been a huge outpouring of struggle, 
all over the world, in every continent. 

So I’m just going to take a little journey 
around the world... 

[Joe goes on to talk about the many strikes, 


Here we reprint extracts from their 
speeches. 

A late addition to the panel was human 
rights activist MAIRE LEADBEATER, who had 
recently returned from Indonesia, where 
a conference she had been attending, also 
focusing on "Global Resistance", had been 
violently broken up by police. 

Because we interviewed Maire about 
that conference in the last issue of Socialist 
Worker, we've not reprinted any of her 
speech at socialism 2001. 


protests, blockades, conferences and other 
forms of resistance around the world. How¬ 
ever, we’ll give all but one of these a miss, be¬ 
cause this issue of Socialist Worker is jammed- 
packed with the very latest examples.] 

I think one of the biggest struggles this 
year—and one that is feeding in to the anti¬ 
capitalist movement of young people, that 
have become politically active since Seat¬ 
tle—has been the events in Palestine. 

Although Palestine, on the face of it, may 
not seem to be a revolt against capitalism 
per se, what it is doing is teaching a new 
generation of activists the lessons about 
imperialism. 

What the big powers are doing, particularly 
America, in backing Israel and denying Pal¬ 
estinian people their human rights and their 
right to have a home land. 

And definitely, this has fed into the whole 
idea that there is no Me Donald’s without 
Me Donnell Douglas [the giant US arms 
manufacturer]. In other words behind the 



JOE CAROLAN 


invisible hand of the free market, is the iron 
fist of militarism. 

So it’s been an inspiring year. And we can 
see that this has been a movement that’s not 
just a North American movement or a West¬ 
ern European movement. 

There is a new mood in the world. 
There’s a mood increasingly where people 
can see that the problems they face in their 
own country, are ones that they share with 
their brothers and sisters in other lands and 
continents. 

And I think that there’s a lot of lessons that 
we can learn from this movement this year, 
that will help us in Aotearoa in the struggle 
in the year to come. 



SUE BRADFORD 


portant it is for ordinary people to understand 
how our economy and society really work. 

[To create] a greater awareness among 
our people to identify and name who our 
friends are, who our allies are and who our 
enemies are. 

I go into places with the Green Party, and 
I get the reaction middle class people say: 
“How dare you talk about ‘enemies’”. I say 
well, if we don’t name them, we’re never going 
to get anywhere. 


Sue Bradford, Green Party 


THIS PLACE last year [at the Anti-Capitalism 
Conference, rather than Socialism 2000] 
was a very significant turning point for 
the Green Party of Aotearoa/New Zealand, 
the challenge for me and Nandor to go 
to Melbourne [to take part in the protest 
against the World Economic Forum] was 
really strong. 

I was really surprised when the Green Party 
in parliament said “Yep, you’ve gotta go, on 
our behalf. You’re not just going because 
you’re little rebels, you’re going to represent 
the Green Party.” 

There were still some reservations behind 
our backs. 

But by the time we came back, the people 
here had seen what was achieved, by between 
10 and 20,000 people around that casino. 

It really marked a turning point in our his¬ 
tory in terms of realising that we’d done the 
right thing. I have no regrets and the party 
has no regrets. 

I think it’s the first time, at least in my 
generation, that a party with MPs in parlia¬ 
ment has sent MPs into battles in the street 
and stood by us. 

This past year I keep thinking about the 
old Internationals [international socialist 
grouping]. 

When I was young I derived a lot of hope 


and inspiration from those people. And its 
taken all this time for me to have a sense of 
an International building in my lifetime. 

I think some of us hoped it was happening 
back in the ’60s and ’70s—and it was starting 
to—but it’s like the flowing of it is only start¬ 
ing to happen now. 

I feel a lot more hope of us achieving 
worldwide revolutionary change now. With¬ 
out going backwards to different forms of 
totalitarianism. 

There is a greater hope, so it’s lovely to 
hear the friend from another country [Mike 
Davis] talking about it in a similar way. 

Some of the characteristics of the new 
International, to me, are that there is a con¬ 
sciousness of internationalism, even when we 
are engaged in a local struggle. 

That we are so conscious of globalisation 
and the free trade agenda, but our response 
is not just to retreat into our local problems, 
while we must deal with those, we also need 
to remain focused on what’s happening eve¬ 
rywhere. 

Another thing we’re a lot more conscious 
of is the need for structural analysis. (What 
some would call a Marxist analysis.) So that 
people understand the importance of class, 
race, gender and the environment, and the 
interconnections between those. And how im- 


Joe Carolan, Socialist Worker 
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the challenge to corporate power 


Mike Davis, American socialist 


IN THE very last stages of the Second 
World War, in northern Hon Shu*, Japan 
(about two weeks before the United States 
destroyed Hiroshima and Nagasaki), at a 
mine being worked by several thousand 
Chinese slave labourers, a group of labourers 
protested the fact that they were being 
fed so little that every day several of their 
comrades died. 

Their protest resulted in several of them 
being beaten to death in front of the assem¬ 
bled workforce of the mine. 

That night, a dozen of the slaves met 
secretly. 

They realised that at the rate they were be¬ 
ing killed off, they probably wouldn’t survive 
until the end of the war. So they decided on 
desperate measures—an uprising, which they 
carefully planned. 

A few days latter, these 2,000 famished, 
skeleton-like Chinese mine labours rose up 
against their guards. 

The mine was owned by a giant company 
called Kajima. 

Kajima was the corporation which provid¬ 
ed construction work and heavy engineering, 
not only in Japan, but in Japanese conquered 
territories everywhere. 

Kajima had made incredible amounts of 
money, particularly in northern China. 

This mine in Japan was directly run by 
Kajima, with its own guards, who had been 
starving and killing the labourers. 

The rising, which took place with a hand¬ 
ful of tools, fists and rocks, was initially suc¬ 
cessful. 

The plan of the slaves was to overpower 
their guards and then make a break for a 
nearby Allied prisoner of war camp. 

Before they could get far, they were inter¬ 
cepted by regular Japanese army troops. 

Somewhere between 300-400 of them 
were killed in the next 24 hour period. Many 
of them tortured to death. 

This was at the end of July 1945. 

Exactly 50 years latter, a Salvadorian 
mother of three, named Anna Eldorado, 
who worked as a cleaner in Los Angeles’s 
most swank hotel—the Little Atani Hotel in 
Downtown Los Angeles, in that part of Down 
Town traditionally known as little Tokyo—got 


together secretly with her workmates, during 
a lunch break and handed out union cards. 

In the United States these cards are used 
to form a union. You sign the card and that 
testifies that you are willing to join a union. 

Anna Eldorado handed out a dozen of 
these cards to women she worked with, clean¬ 
ing rooms in this incredibly luxurious hotel, 
for a minimum wage. 

The New Atani management found out 
what she was doing and fired her on the spot. 
Before her shift was up that day she was es¬ 
corted out by company security guards. 

It just so happens that the New Atani is 
owned by Kajima. 

Kajima not only survived the Second 
World War, today it is the second largest con¬ 
struction company in the entire world. 

The Hotel and Restaurant Employees 
Union, to which Anna Eldorado was trying 
to organise her fellow workers immediately 
came to her aid and organised a picket line 
at the New Atani. 

Now in a city like Los Angeles that has so 
many ethnic fault lines, this kind of incident— 
a Latino employee and a Japanese owned 
hotel—might lead to ethnic tensions. 

But the first group to join the picket line 
was the Little Tokyo People’s Committee... 
[Mike goes on to explain the origins of this 
group of Japanese American activists.] 

They brought in other Asian workers’ and 
students’ groups, 

More and more supporters rallied to the 
picket, and the New Atani workers eventually 
won reinstatement. 

During the dispute, the Little Tokyo Peo¬ 
ple’s Committee found out about a scandal 
engulfing Kajima in Japan. Survivors of the 
slave rebellion were suing the company for 
compensation. 

Anna Eldorado, now working for the 
union, and other New Atani workers flew to 
Japan for an emotional meeting with these 
aged Chinese workers. 

The two generations of Kajima workers 
shared their stories of common struggle 
against the giant corporation and estab¬ 
lished an International Committee to Light 
Kajima. 

Needless to say that the New Atani work¬ 



MIKE DAVIS 


ers where part of the Hotel and Restaurant 
Employees Union contingent that went up to 
demonstrate in Seattle in 1999. 

The point of this little story is to emphasise 
that in someways the most dramatic event of 
the last few years has not just been the great 
confrontations themselves, but what’s gone 
on behind the scenes. 

The forging of alliances, the creation of 
new solidarities, the recognition of shared 
histories of exploitation and oppression and 
most importantly the creation of new net¬ 
works of resistance, on a global scale. 

In struggles like that of the Atani work¬ 
ers and of the aged Chinese workers who 
have become their friends and comrades, we 
are creating the seeds of what is absolutely 
essential for the destiny of the planet and 
the human race—the construction of a new 
International. 

[The Eirst, Second and Third Internationals 
were global groupings of socialist unions and 
political parties that worked in the late 19 th 
and early 20 th century to organise worldwide 
revolution against capitalism]. 

*Because Mike's speech was transcribed from 
tape, many of the Asian and Latino names 
are probably not spelled correctly. 
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- Message from Auckland Water Pressure Group - 


A 


The street battle for freedom of expression at 10 Warnock St, Grey Lynn! 

Ike Hnau, a member of the Water Pressure 


Group (which fights against user-pays fees 
for water) received a letter from the Auckland 
City Council on 19 June, 2001, instructing him 
to remove "protest signs" from his front yard, 
because they contravened a Council By Law 
(the objective of which was to limit commercial 
advertising in a residential area). 

All those defenders of democracy will 
be thrilled to hear that there are now signs 
all over his front fence as well. 

The Water Pressure Group fire engine 


is parked on the property, the water tank 
is full, and the water cannon is aimed and 
ready for any attempt at "home invasion" 
or trespass by Auckland city officials trying 
to carry out political censorship. 

In effectively a declaration of "war", 
the Auckland City Council have sent Ike and 
his family a "notice of intention to enter land 
and dismantle sign". 

"Take notice that after the 5 th day of 
July 2001 the Auckland City Council intends 
to enter, by its officers or agents, upon the 


land located at 10 Warnock Street... for the 
purpose of removing... protest signs." 

The Water Pressure Group calls on 
members and supporters to be prepared 
to stand in solidarity with Ike Finau and his 
family, and prevent yet another travesty of 
democracy from the Auckland City Council. 

If you want to ring and offer 
any support, Ike and the Finau 
family’s phone number is 
376 3838 mobile 025 233 5506 


Be prepared to stand 
in front of the fence 
at 10 Warnock Street 
on Friday 6 July, from 
7.30am, arms linked, 
to prevent Council 
officers removing 
these signs. 


WHEN INJUSTICE BECOMES A BY LAW —RESISTANCE BECOMES DUTY! 




V 
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what socialist say 


Moral force or physical force? 



SWEDISH police shoot a peaceful protester in the back: 1 protester dances toward police lines; 2 runs as they pull guns; 3 lies wounded 


by CHRIS HARMAN 
& VAUGHAN GUNSON 

AFTER THE anti-capitalist protests in 
Gothenburg, a young Swedish man lay 
fighting for his life in hospital, shot in the 
back trying to run away from armed police. 
Two other protesters were also recovering 
from bullet wounds. 

The incident has raised important ques¬ 
tions within the global anti-capitalist move¬ 
ment: How can we fight back against police 
attacks? What place does violence have within 
the movement? 

Some have argued that it is useless to use 
violence against the capitalist system. It is, 
they argue, the most violent in history, and 
we can only lose. 

Others have suggested that if we do fight 
back we are just mirroring the violence of the 
system we oppose. 

This argument is usually combined with 
claims about the success of past non-violent 
movements, like those of Martin Luther King 
and Mahatma Gandhi. But neither example 
lives up to the claims made for it. 

Martin Luther King’s movement used 
non-violent tactics. 

But the aim was not to convert the South¬ 
ern segregationists and the Ku Klux Klan 
through moral persuasion. It was to persuade 
the US government to intervene and use US 
federal forces against the segregationists. 

When this tactic ceased to work, the 
Student Non-Violent Co-ordinating Com¬ 
mittee (SNCC) adopted the slogan of armed 
self-defence. 

Gandhi represented only one part of a 
broad Indian liberation movement, most of 
which was prepared to use violence when 
necessary. 

It was strikes, armed attacks on police sta¬ 
tions, the derailing of trains, bombings, riots 
and finally an Indian naval mutiny, denounced 
by Gandhi, which persuaded Britain to aban¬ 
don the country. 

All states are based on armed bodies de¬ 
signed to use the maximum violence against 
those their rulers decide are enemies—exter¬ 


nal or internal. 

Sometimes the level of force they use is 
relatively small, as when police smash up a 
demonstration or a picket line. 

But faced with a really serious threat they 
will use horrific violence, even when their 
opponents insist on their commitment to 
peaceful, “constitutional” methods. 

Any movement that stands for revolu¬ 
tionary social change but rules out the use 
of force when necessary condemns itself to 
destruction and its supporters to unnecessary 
suffering. 

In a revolutionary situation there are mass 
strikes, factory occupations, mutinies, the 
formation of workers’ and soldiers’ councils, 
and huge street demonstrations—leading to 
the near paralysis of the state and deep splits 
in the ruling class. 

At such points revolution is possible if the 
mass movement is prepared to use armed 
force to disarm those fighting forces still com¬ 
mitted to the old order. 

When this is done decisively the level of 
actual violence is invariably much less than 
if those who remain loyal to the state are left 
to wreak counter-revolutionary violence on 
an opposition movement. 

However, it does not follow that violent 
methods are the best way to advance the 
movement at every, or even at most, points 
in its development. 

To fail to see this can be as disastrous as 
refusing to ever use force against the violence 
of the state. 

Take the example of Italy a quarter of a 
century ago. 

During the 1950s and 1960s police 
prevented workers’ struggles gaining mo¬ 
mentum by simply battering them off the 
streets. 

Then in 1968 a large movement arose 
among students and workers, they reacted 
to police violence by fighting back. The po¬ 
lice retreated and large sections of workers 
gained the confidence to fight on their own 
behalf. 

Force was effective because it was backed 
by a huge, expanding mass movement. 


But small “autonomist” groups of students 
and workers, carried away by hatred of the 
police and the excitement of street fighting, 
came to see violence as more important than 
the mass movement. 

This approach was disastrous in the late 
1970s when workers struggles declined. 

The autonomist groups believed they 
could reignite the struggle by escalating the 
level of violence. 

But because they were detached from the 
main body of the working class the effect was 
to drive many workers to accept lies about 
the far left from the media. Activists were put 
in prison and the level of workers’ struggle 
declined still further. 

When deciding on the use of violence it 
is necessary to correctly assess the current 
situation. 

In New Zealand, for instance, struggle by 
the organised working class is lower here than 
in almost any other Western country. 

Workers are only just beginning to recover 
from the defeats of the 1980s and 1990s and 
the anti-capitalist movement itself hardly 
exists. 

In such a situation, violent actions by what 
could only be tiny groups would have a nega¬ 
tive effect. 

The state and the media would scapegoat 
the left as being the cause of all violence. 

This would give them an excuse to crush 
the movement before it gets off the ground. 

In Europe, where the anti-capitalist move¬ 
ment is building and the level of working class 
struggle is higher, sooner or later large masses 
of people are going to start fighting back 
against the kind of violence used by police 
in Gothenburg. 

Then the task will be to direct that anger in 
ways that will help the movement grow. 

Only a truly mass movement, involving 
millions, and prepared to use necessary 
force, can break capitalism’s strangle-hold 
and pave the way for a truly, democratic and 
equal society. 

A socialist society that doesn’t have rul¬ 
ers who need police to protect them from 
the rest of us. 
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talking union 


WINZ and losers 


by DON FRANKS 

Some years ago I applied 
for a farm labourers job and 
hitched up to Otaki for the 
interview. 

After taking me through 
his milking sheds the farmer 
pointed across the field to a 
cottage: "That goes with the 
job" he said. 

A skinny ginger haired 
bloke and three little ginger 
haired kids were carrying 
stuff out of the cottage to 
an old car. 

"Just sacked that man," 
said the farmer. 

"Had to sack him c'os he 
grew a beard. We get a lot 
of overseas visitors looking at 
our new milking plant, so we 
can't tolerate the help look¬ 
ing scruffy." 

Since then I've seen and 
heard of heaps more work¬ 
ers being unfairly booted off 
their jobs. 

A minority of those got 
reinstatement or compensa¬ 
tion, mostly through union 
action. 

Others tried and failed; 
many, not being union mem¬ 
bers, simply disappeared, 
without even becoming sta¬ 
tistics. 

The 2000 claims of unjus¬ 
tified dismissal taken to me¬ 
diation in the last six months 
can only be a fraction of the 
dismal procession. 

Dismissal cases seldom 
makes news headlines, but 
there has been one recent 
extraordinary exception. 

That's former WINZ boss 
Christine Rankin, currently 
suing the government for 
$818,000 because her contract 
was not renewed at the end 
of its term. 

This dismissal has sparked 
an orgy of media publicity, 
including many sympathetic 
headlines like: 

"Rankin Never Given A Fair 
Go"; "I Didn't Stand A Chance 
No Matter What I Did" and 


most recently "We Feared 
For Our Lives—Husband". (Its 
only down in the middle of 
the article that you find this 
was "fear in the sense that 
our lives have been totally 
exposed and invaded.") . 

Its true that Christine 
Rankin has copped verbal 
flak from beneficiaries. Its 
no wonder either, given the 
jet-setting cocktail party im¬ 
age she encouraged at WINZ 
top level. 

This was climaxed by blow¬ 
ing thousands flying top 
WINZ officials to an expen¬ 
sive jaunt in Taupo, while 
those at the bottom had their 
poverty worsen by continual 
department stuff-ups. 

These included non-pay¬ 
ment of student allowances, 
sale of confidential infor¬ 
mation by WINZ staff and 
disposal of private papers on 
the side of the road 

The establishment is 
alarmed by the Rankin affair 
because it exposes a little of 
the rotten treatment they 
hand down to those on the 
bottom. 

Underneath all the com¬ 
motion, those at the top are 
all scratching and squabbling 
to protect their own selfish 
interests 

Government heads would 
like to blame all of WINZ fail¬ 
ings on one individual, while 
National MPs can only see 
a chance to score points off 
the Labour Alliance govern¬ 
ment. 

There is also the media 
depiction of the former WINZ 
boss as victim of unfair dis¬ 
missal. 

Why such a fuss about this 
case, out of all the 2000 sack¬ 
ings this year? 

Whatever the reason, the 
Rankin beat-up is a distraction 
from the real scandal, which 
is that after all the fuss over 
Rankin has died down, the 
low-paid and unemployed 
workers shoved around by 
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SOCIALISM 

Capitalism is a system of exploitation 
which generates inequality, crisis and 
war. Although workers create society’s 
wealth, it is controlled by the ruling class 
for its own selfish ends. 

Socialism can only be built when 
the working class takes control of social 
wealth and democratically plans its 
production and distribution to meet hu¬ 
man needs, not private profits. This will 
eliminate all class divisions in society. 

Stalinist countries such as China 
and Cuba, just like the former Soviet 
Union and the Eastern bloc, have noth¬ 
ing to do with socialism. They are state 
capitalist. We support the struggles of 
workers against every dictatorial stalinist 
ruling class. 


REVOLUTION NOT REFORMISM 
The present system cannot be 
reformed to end exploitation and 
oppression, contrary to what Alliance, 
Labour and union leaders claim. It 
must be overthrown by the working 
class. 

Capitalism’s parliament, army, 
police and judiciary protect the ruling 
class. These institutions cannot be 
taken over and used by the working 
class. 

To pave the way to socialism the 
working class needs a new kind of 
state - a democratic workers state 
based on workers councils and work¬ 
ers militia. 


INTERNATIONALISM 
Workers in every country are exploited 
by capitalism, so the struggle for 
socialism is global. 


We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. We fight 
racism and imperialism. We oppose 
all immigration controls. We support 
all genuine national liberation strug¬ 
gles. 

We are internationalists because 
socialism depends on spreading 
working class revolutions around the 
world. 

LIBERATION FROM OPPRESSION 
We fight for democratic rights. We op¬ 
pose the oppression of women, Maori, 
Pacific Islanders, lesbians and gays. 

All forms of oppression are used to 
divide the working class. 

We support the right of all 
oppressed groups to organise for 
their own defence. Their liberation is 
essential to socialist revolution and 
impossible without it. 

TINO RANGATIRATANGA 

We support the struggle for Maori self 

determination. 

The government’s approach to 
Treaty claims has benefited a Maori 
elite while doing little for working 
class Maori. 

Tino rangatiratanga cannot be 
achieved within capitalism. It will only 
become a reality with the establish¬ 
ment of a workers state. 

REVOLUTIONARY PARTY 
To achieve socialism the most militant 
sections of the working class have to 
be organised into a mass revolution¬ 
ary socialist party. 

We are in the early stages of build¬ 
ing such a party through involvement 
in the day-to-day struggles of workers 
and the oppressed. 

The Socialist Workers Organisa¬ 
tion must grow in size and influence 
to provide leadership in the struggle 
for working class self-emancipation. 

We need to revitalise the unions 
with a rank-and-file movement. 

If you like our ideas and want to 
fight for socialism, then join us. 


Get involved with the 
Socialist Workers Organisation 


★ NORTHLAND 


Phone Vaughan: (09) 433 8897 


★ AUCKLAND 


Meets 7.30pm every Wednesday 
at the Methodist Mission, Queen 
St (opp. Town Hall). 

Phone Len: 634 3984 


★ ROTORUA 


Phone Bernie: 345 9853 


★ WELLINGTON 


Meets 7.30pm every Monday 
at Rm 2 Crossways (back 
entrance), Elizabeth St, Mt 
Victoria. 


Phone Gordon: 972 2296 
for details. 


★ CHRISTCHURCH 


Phone Don: 385 5268 


★ DUNEDIN 


Phone Jonah: 453 6434 


★ NATIONAL OFFICE 


SWO members elsewhere in NZ 
and our sister organisations over¬ 
seas can be contacted through the 
SWO's national office. 

Phone: (09) 634 3984. 

Fax: (09) 634 3936. 

Write: Box 13-685 Auckland. 
Email: socialist-worker@pl.net 


SWO Web-site http://www.crosswinds.net/~swonz 
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Kaimahi Whakahuihui 


PNG police open fire to protect 
World Bank privatisation 


5 MURDERED 
FOR FIGHTING 
FREE MARKET 


Unions call for bans 
on Papua New Guinea 


goods 
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For a 
first-hand account 
from a 

PNG socialist, 
turn to 
centre pages 
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+IF YOU LIKED READING THIS PAPER. 
THEN SEND IN THIS FORM: 

□ I want to join the Socialist Workers Organisation 




(4 j I want to subscribe to Socialist Worker 

Posted to you every fortnight. Enclose $30 for year, $15 sex months. 

& 


NAME.PHONE- 


ADDRESS.. 


I Post to SWO, Box 13-685 Auckland, Phone: (09) 634 3984 Email: socialist-worker ©pi. ret 
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